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colours ground in oil which remains in the vessel in which
painters clean their brushes; it is of a sticky consistence,
and after being well worked up in a pestle and mortar, or
on a slab with a muller, and passed through muslin, it
forms a good ground for gold-leaf.

Before the leaf is applied, the gilder ascertains, by touch-
ing the prepared surface with the back of his hand, whether
it is dry enough to take the leaf-gold readily. The leaf
is first spread on the cushion, then cat into pieces,
adroitly, with the palette-knife, and pressed into its place
with a tuft of cotton, or into the deeper places with a
camel-hair brush. The gold is smoothed with a wide brush
of camel's hair, after which it is left to dry. The gilding
is next coated with a layer of spirit varnish.'

Burnished gilding is practised as follows: The sur-
face to be gilt is first coated with several layers of whiten-
ing and size, after which a coating of gold size is applied;
the gold-leaf is then laid on, and it is afterwards burnished
down with an agate burnisher or a dog's tooth.

Leaf-gilding on paper is done by first coating it with
gum-water or fine size, and when this is .nearly, but not
quite dry, the leaf is laid on, and is afterwards bur-
nished.

The gilt lettering on bound books is simply done by
laying the gold-leaf on the surface, and pressing it down
with hot brass stamps or letters. The edges of the leaves
of books are gilt by brushing the surface over, while in the
press, with a solution of gelatine in spirit of wine, and
laying on the leaf when, the gelatine becomes " tacky."